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In 2007, MFY made enormous strides in
meeting unmet legal need. From 2005 to
2007, MFY’s caseload increased 30% as
MFY responded to increased need for
legal assistance with housing and benefits
problems. In addition, MFY added two new
programs–for consumers and kinship care-
givers–filling a large gap in services city-
wide. And MFY redoubled its efforts on
behalf of exploited immigrant workers, win-
ning significant, groundbreaking settle-
ments.

These achievements would not have been
possible without the commitment of MFY’s
dedicated staff whose unfailing determina-
tion to win justice for their clients is well-
known in the city’s civil courtrooms. Setting
a standard of excellence was MFY’s
Executive Director Lynn Kelly, who left
MFY in October after leading the organiza-
tion’s restructuring and growth for the past
nine years. She will be missed by the staff
and the Board, but she has left an organi-
zation that is stronger and better equipped
to respond to the emerging needs of low-
income New Yorkers.

Your generous support has enabled MFY
to expand its reach and enlarge the scope
of its work. We thank you and urge you to
continue your support in the coming year.

Alan Mansfield
Board Chair

MFY Meets Growing Demand
for Core Legal Services
Over the past 12 months, MFY worked hard
to meet the increased demand for basic serv-
ices in the areas of housing, public benefits,
and employment, while consolidating new
practices in consumer law and pro bono
assistance for families caring for related
children. In the past year, MFY handled 4,900
cases, a 14% increase over the previous
year. Consumer cases increased by 75% and
family law cases went up 43%. MFY has
clients in every zip code throughout the five
boroughs of New York City.

Addressing the Needs
of the Working Poor
As the gap between rich and poor widens in
New York City, large numbers of New Yorkers
live in poverty despite having jobs. MFY’s
Workplace Justice , Consumer Right s, and
Housing , and Family Law units provide valu-
able assistance to individuals and families
that cannot afford an attorney. MFY serves all
New Yorkers, regardless of citizenship status
or family composition.

Success Stories
u Back Wage Settlement for Delivery

Workers. MFY settled a suit under the
Fair Labor Standards Act, winning signifi-
cant back wages for seven delivery work-
ers who had been grossly underpaid for
years, often earning only $20 for an eight-
hour shift. 

u MFY Foils Adult Home ‘Headhunter.’
MFY settled a suit in fedeal court on behalf
of four mentally disabled adult home resi-
dents against a ‘headhunter’ and others
who coerced the plaintiffs into accepting
inappropriate adult home placements and
stole over $40,000 from three of them. The
successul agreement includes a significant
monetary settlement for the four plaintiffs
and injunctive relief that bars the defendants
from working in adult homes in the future.

u MFY Challenges Debt Collection
Practices. A decision won by MFY in
Centurion Capital Corporation v. Druce
means that debt collectors operating in
New York City will have to change their
practices. MFY argued that Centurion,
which purchases uncollected credit card

debt and then uses forceful tactics to col-
lect on these purported debts, was not a
licensed debt collection agency under the
New York City Administrative Code. The
Court ruled that the city’s statute should be
interpreted consistently with the federal
statute. The case set a precedent that has
been cited in subsequent cases.

u MFY Wins Retroactive Awards for SSI
Claimants. Over the past 12 months,
MFY secured over a half million dollars in
retroactive payments for people with men-
tal disabilities who had been denied Sup-
plemental Security Income (SSI) benefits.
Without this income, these New Yorkers
would be homeless or institutionalized.

u Tables Turned on SRO Landlord. An
SRO landlord who claimed his units were
not rent-stabilized (and sent  his sister to
MFY’s offices pretending to be a tenant
needing help to get information on our
strategy) got a rude awakening at an ad-
ministrative hearing on a tenant’s har-
assment complaint. The judge ordered the
landlord to concede that the unit was rent-
stabilized and grant a 100% abatement of
rent paid to date or face treble damages
and criminal charges.

A Message from
MFY’s Chair



Scales of Justice Donors MFY Board of Directors
ALAN MANSFIELD, Chair, Greenberg Traurig LLP

ARIANAJ. TADLER, 1st Vice Chair, Milberg Weiss LLP

BRUCE L. STEIN, 2nd Vice Chair

NANCYMORAWETZ, Secretary, New York University
School of Law

ROBERT S. FISCHLER, Treasurer, Ropes & Gray LLP

NANCYCHANG, U.S. Justice Fund, Open Society Institute

DAVID CHATTERJEE

LISAE. CLEARY, Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP

LAWRENCE COLEMAN

ALBERT W. DRIVER, JR., Metropolitan Corporate Counsel

THOMAS E. DUNN, Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

DANAESCOFFIER

LINDSEE P. GRANFIELD, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP

JOHN L. HARDIMAN, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

DAVID W. ICHEL, Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

JIM KAPLAN, Brown Brothers Harriman & Co.

DAVID G. KEYKO, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

MARGARET MADDEN, Pfizer Inc

TARIQ MUNDIYA, Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

RONALD M. NEUMANN, Zeichner Ellman & Krause LLP

MAEVE O’CONNOR, Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

TIMOTHYG. REYNOLDS, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher
& Flom LLP

STEPHEN T. RODD, Abbey Spanier Rodd Abrams &Paradis, LLP

ERIC M. ROTH, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

JEFFREYS. SABIN, Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP

MARK E. SEGALL, JPMorgan Chase

JENNIFER H. SHURDUT, Patina Restaurant Group

AMELIAT.R. STARR, Davis Polk &Wardwell

ARNOLD STEPHENS

DONALD I STRAUBER, Chadbourne & Parke LLP

NANCYJ. WALDER

Leadership
JEANETTE ZELHOF, Interim Executive Director

RAMONITA CORDERO, Supervising Attorney

SARAJ. FULTON, Supervising Attorney

ANDREW GOLDBERG, Supervising Attorney

KENNETH LAU, Supervising Attorney

CHRISTOPHER SCHWARTZ, Supervising Attorney

MFY’s audited financial statements are available on request.

PILLARS OF JUSTICE
($50,000 AND ABOVE)

Ira DeCamp Foundation
Bernard F. & Alva B. Gimbel
Foundation
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen &
Katz
van Ameringen Foundation

INVESTORS IN JUSTICE
($25,000-$49,999)

Equal Justice Works
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Ambrose Monell Foundation
The Rhodebeck Charitable
Trust
Eric M & Laurie B. Roth
The Scherman Foundation,
Inc. 
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
LLP
The Taconic Foundation

PARTNERS OF JUSTICE
($10,000-$24,999) 

Lily Auchincloss Foundation
Bingham McCutchen LLP
Chadboure & Parke LLP
Cleary Gottlieb Steen &
Hamilton LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Garden City Group (GCG)
The Hite Foundation
JPMorgan Chase
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
Kramer Levin Naftalis &
Frankel LLP
Latham & Watkins LLP
Linklaters LLP
MacKenzie Partners, Inc. 
Alan Mansfield

Mertz Gilmore Foundation
Milberg Weiss LLP
Patterson Belknap Webb &
Tyler LLP
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton
& Garrison LLP
Pfizer Inc
Stephen T. Rodd
Ropes & Gray LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate,
Meagher & Flom LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Ariana J. Tadler
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale
and Dorr LLP

SPONSORS OF JUSTICE
($5,000 to $9,999)

Lisa E. Cleary & Warren N.
Stone
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Defeis O'Connell & Rose, PC
Albert W. Driver, Jr. 
Thomas E. Dunn
Lindsee P. Granfield
John Hardiman
HIRECounsel NY
David W. Ichel
Jane Rose Reporting
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Maeve O'Connor
PRIMEDIAInc.
Ronald M. Neumann & Jane
A. Zimmy
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw
Pittman LLP
Jeffrey S. & Evelyn L. Sabin
Satterlee Stephens Burke &
Burke LLP
Mark E. Segall
Donald I Strauber
Time Warner
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

LEADERS OF JUSTICE
($1,000 TO $4,999)

Alschuler, Grossma,n Stein &
Kahan LLP
Marvin & Leslie Brittman
Andrew Brownstein
BTMU Foundation
Chicago Partners
Kathleen M. Comfrey, Esq.
Richard DeStefano, Sr.
Discover-e Legal, LLC
DOAR, Inc.
Document Technologies, LLC
Evidence Exchange
David Feldman Worldwide
Fios, Inc.
Robert S. Fischler
Kenneth & Ellen Forrest
Paul & Isabelle Friedland
Gallivan, Gallivan & O'Melia
LLC
Geotext Translations, Inc.
Ronald Greenberg
John Gross, Esq.
H. Peter Haveles
Molly K. Heines & Thomas
Moloney
Herrick, Feinstein LLP
Stephen D. Hoffman
Seth Kaplan
Thomas D. Kearns
Sara L. Kellerman, M.D. 
David K. Keyko
King & Spalding
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Meyer & Ellen Koplow
Levi Lubarsky & Feigenbaum
LLP
Lexecon Inc. 
Lexolution, LLC
Shirley Lindenbaum
Margaret M. Madden
James Malernee
Robert B. Mazur

McAloon & Friedman
Maureen W. McCarthy
Nancy Morawetz
Tariq Mundiya
David M. Murphy
Arthur B. Newman
Mitchell S. Presser
Thomas C. Rice, Esq.
Harold & Edith Segall
Sontag Advisory LLC
Sam Sporn
Torys LLP
TrialGraphix, Inc.
Sard Verbinnen & Co.
Veritext LLC
Vivendi Universal
Shari Weinbach
Xerox Corporation
Paul & Andrea Lynn
Vizcarrondo

GOVERNMENT 

NYCCriminalJustice
Coordinator
NYC Department for the
Aging
NYC Department of Health &
Mental Hygiene
NYC Department of Housing
Preservation & Development
NYCDepartment of Youth &
Community Development
NYS Commission on
Quality of Care
NYSDIvision of Criminal
Justice Services
NYS Division of Housing &
Community Renewal
NYS Interest on Lawyers’
Accounts Fund (IOLA)
Members of the NYS
Legislature
Manhattan Borough President
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